American Government Lesson Plans

Weeks of 8/11/14 to 8/15/14 and
8/18/14 to 8/22/14

I. Subject:

12th Grade American Government: Periods 1,2,3
II. Standards: 2006 Social Studies Strand 3: Government (TUSD)

· Concept 1:  Foundations of Government-The United States democracy is based on principles and ideals that are embodied by symbols, people and documents.
PO3-Describe the philosophical roots of American democracy: (1) moral and ethical ideals from Judeo-Christian tradition; (2) John Locke and social contract; (3) Charles de Montesquieu and separation of powers.

· Concept 2: U.S. government characterized by separation and balance of powers.
PO1: Analyze why weak central government and limited powers of Articles of Confederation demonstrated need for the Constitution.

PO2:  Analyze the creation of the U.S. Constitution: (a) representative government as developed by the Great Compromise and the Three-Fifths Compromise; (b)  Federalism; (c) Separation of Powers/Checks and Balances; (d) Judicial Review; (e) Amendment Process.

PO3: Examine the U.S. federal system of government: (a) powers of national government; (b) powers of state governments; (c) powers of the people.

PO4:  Describe the steps leading to the adoption of the Constitution: (a) Federalist and Anti-Federalist positions (The Federalist Papers); (b) Bill of Rights; (c) ratification.
· Concept 3: Functions of Government-laws and policies are developed to govern, protect, and promote the well-being of the people.

PO1-Analyze the functions of government as defined in the Preamble to the Constitution.

· Concept 4:  The rights, responsibilities, and practices of United States citizens are founded in the Constitution and the nation’s history.
PO4-Demonstrate the skills and knowledge (i.e., group problem solving, public speaking, petitioning and protesting) needed to accomplish public purpose.
· Concept 5:  Government Systems of the World-Different governmental systems exist throughout the world.  The United States influences and is influenced by global interactions.

PO1-Compare the United States system of politics and government to other systems of the world (i.e., monarchies, dictatorship, theocracy, oligarchy, parliamentary, unitary, proportional elections).
II.  Common Core Standards Literacy in Social Studies 11-12:
· 11-12.RH.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of he text as a whole.

· 11-12.RH.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text.

· 11-12.RH5:  Analyze in detail how complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.

III.  Content Objectives for the week:


Students will be able to: (SWBAT):


Using class material and information:

1. Identify and analyze the philosophical roots of American democracy and other world governments.
2. Identify, understand, analyze and interpret meaning of government systems of the world-compare and contrast to United States system, to successfully complete the “Deportation Project.”
3. Identify, understand, analyze and interpret Foundations and Origins (Theories) of Government.

4. Identify, understand, analyze the Declaration of Independence

5. Identify and analyze the weaknesses and failures of the Articles of Confederation.
IV.  Language Objectives for week;


Students will be able to:  (SWBAT):


Using textbook, class material, and Internet resources:   Define and Apply:

1. Principles of “Democracy”
2. Other government systems in the world: (1) monarchies, (2) dictatorship, (3) theocracy, (4) oligarchy, (5) parliamentary, (6) unitary, (7) proportional elections.

3. Theories of government, with emphasis on “Social Contract Theory.”

4. Identify and analyze the “words” and “phrases” in the Declaration of Independence.
5. Identify and define the “influences” in the Declaration of Independence.
6. Equality, natural rights of man, and rule of law.

7. “Articles of Confederation”
V.  Reading, Vocabulary and SIOP Instructional Strategies:

1. Using textbook Chapters 1 and 25, Sections 1 and 2, and secondary sources from Deportation Project research, to meet Content and Language Objectives.

2. Using the “Deportation Project” instruction sheet, comprehend project and be able to implement it. (Continued from lesson plan)
3. Presentation of the “Deportation Project” per instruction sheet. 
4. Visual-students to use visual presentations for “Deportation Project” per instruction sheet.  Additional visual aids used in presenting material/information.
5. Use handouts and PowerPoint presentations relating to political philosophers, Foundations and Origins (Theories and Forms) of Government, World Governments, and Declaration of Independence.  Use YouTube and video clips to reinforce learning.

6. Use of Bellwork questions to prompt thought process on material to be covered in class.

7. Cooperative learning groups per the project.
8. Using textbook: Pages 44-47; Chapters 2, Sections 3 and 4, and ALL of Chapter 3, and secondary sources to meet Content and Language Objectives.

9. Presentation of the information/material on Declaration of Independence; and Articles of Confederation by lecture/class discussions and project-based learning.

10. Visual-use of PowerPoint presentations, Word documents, relevant websites from the Internet, (As posted on Mr. Sierra’s website), and YouTube and movie clips to reinforce learning of information/material set forth in #9.

VI.  Task Analysis and Assessments:


Monday, August 11, 2014:

Anticipator Set:
1. Bellwork:  On Screen:  Discuss with your group members what work has been done on Deportation Project and what needs to be done.  Prepare to work in computer lab.
Plan:

1. Cooperative learning groups to work in computer lab per the Deportation Project instructions.

2. Teacher to supervise progress on project; inquiring questions during the process. 

Closure:
1. Check for understanding.

2. Inquiring question:  Based on your research up to today, tell us whether a government might have more than one theory of government applicable to it.
3. Advise students of tomorrow’s schedule:  Brief lecture on theories of government, then last time to work in computer lab.
Tuesday, August 12, 2014
Anticipatory Set:

1. Bellwork:  On screen:  What factors do you think influenced people in a country to choose the theory and form of government that applies to your new country that you have been deported to?
2. Discuss responses.

Plan:
1. Brief lecture on Theories of Government, using PPT, about 1/3 of class time.
2. Students to take notes during lecture, emphasize need for information to help with the project and for exam.
3. Inquiring questions during class to students, responses and discussions.
4. Last day to work in computer lab on project.

Closure:

1. Check for understanding.
2. Question:  Identify a current event that is happening in your new country that you have been deported to.
3. Homework:  Make sure your work is completed and ready for presentations on Thursday and Friday.
Wednesday, August 13, 2014:

Anticipator Set:
Bellwork:  On Screen:  
1. Questions- (1)  Based on your research during the project, would Americans be willing to accept your country’s government?  Why or why not?
2. Discuss responses.
Plan:
1.  Continue lecture on Theories and Forms of Government and World Governments using PPT.
2. Students to take notes during lecture, emphasize need for information to help with the project and for exam.

3. Inquiring questions during class to students, responses and discussions.

4. Random selection of order of project presentations on Thursday and Friday.
Closure:
1.  Check for understanding.
2.  Question:  Revisit today’s bellwork question and determine if responses have 
changed.
2. Homework:  Make sure your presentations are finished.
Thursday, August 14, 2014 and Friday, August 15, 2014:
Anticipator Set:
1.  Bellwork:  On Screen:  Prepare to present your country to us.

Plan:

2.  Cooperative learning groups to present their country to the class per the Deportation      
Project instructions.

3. Critical/Inquiry analysis and questions from students and Mr. Sierra during presentations. 

4. Connect the information about other countries with formation of government in United States from 1776-1787.  (Reinforce World Governments PPT)

5. During presentations, present information from political philosopher’s chart and Foundations and Origins (Theories) of Government-lecture, students use handouts and PowerPoint to take notes.

6. Show YouTube and video clips to reinforce concepts.

Closure:
1.  Check for understanding.

2.  Question:  What was the most prevailing theory and form of government throughout t
he world in 1776 when our Founding Fathers were developing our theory and 
form of government?

3.  Advise students of next week’s schedule:  Continue lecture on theories and forms of 
governments and application of information to analysis of the Declaration of 
Independence.

Monday, August 18, 2014:
Anticipatory Set:

1.  Bellwork:  On screen:  (Closer question from last Friday, plus additional inquiry)
(1)  What was the most prevailing theory and form of government throughout the world in 1776 when our Founding Fathers were developing our theory and form of government for the U.S.?

(2)  What is the most prevailing theory and form of government throughout the world today?

2.  Students to share responses and discuss.

Plan:

1.  Introduce the “Declaration of Independence Victory Game” to students. (See attached)
2.  Distribute the D of I hand-out.
3.  Continue lecture on theories and forms of governments with emphasis on five (5) 
influences in the D of I.
4.  Inquiring questions during class to students, responses and discussions.
Closure:

1.  Check for understanding.
2.  Question:  Why did our Founding Fathers put together the D of I in July, 1776?
3.  Homework:  Read textbook assignments
Tuesday, August 19, 2014:

Anticipator Set:
Bellwork:  On Screen:  

1.  Questions- (1) Why do you think our “Founding Fathers” chose the type of 
government we have today?  (Consider all the other types of governments that 
existed in the world when our government was being formed.) (2)  What is one 
basic principle our “Founding Fathers” did not “adopt” from England when they 
drafted the Declaration of Independence and were forming our government?

2.  Discuss responses.

Plan:
1.  Complete presentation of political philosophers and Foundations and Origins 
(Theories) of Governments from Monday, if necessary.
2.  Address influencing documents/beliefs in formation of our government:  (1) Judeo-
Christian tradition and formation of American democracy; (2) Roots of American 
democracy from England: (a) Magna Carta and English Bill of Rights.
3.  Using Declaration of Independence, (D of I) (Word document)-analyze the document 
for its purpose and meaning-students should print up the document from Website 
and use during lecture.
4.  Play the “Declaration of Independence Victory Game” during analysis of the 
document.
5. Show YouTube clip of Thomas Jefferson on D of I.
Closure:
1.  Check for understanding.

2.  Question:  What did our Founding Fathers fail to address in the D of I and why do you 
think they did so?

3. Homework:  Continue reading assignment from textbook.

4. Advise students that extra credit game will be played tomorrow that involves their parents/guardians.  If they want to participate, advise parents/guardians they may receive a phone call from us during class to be part of the game.


Wednesday, August 20, 2014:


Anticipatory Set:

1.  Bellwork: On Screen:  If you want to participate in the extra credit game today, write 


your name, name of your parent/guardian and their phone number on piece of 


card on front table and put it in the basket.


Plan:

1.  Play extra credit game with parents/guardians.


2.  Class discussion on results of game.


Closure:

1.  Question:  Why do you think U.S. Citizens do so poorly on questions about their 


country and government?


2.  Discuss responses and solutions.


3.  Advise students of plans for Thursday and Friday-Complete study of D of I and 


identify what will be on the first exam.
Thursday, August 21, 2014
Anticipatory Set:

1. Bellwork:  On screen:  Question:  Discuss your response to the closure question from Tuesday:  What did our Founding Fathers fail to address in the D of I and why do you think they did so?
2. Discuss responses.
Plan:

1.  Continue analysis of D of I using the “Declaration of Independence Victory Game.”

2.  Show YouTube clip of Morgan Freeman on D of I.

3.  Student inquiry and analysis:  What do the key words/phrases of the D of I mean 
today?  (Students to review analysis just completed pursuant to the “game” and 
share conclusions of inquiry and analysis.)

Closure:

1.   Check for understanding.

2.   Question:  How long did it take for the words/phrases of the D of I to have their 
current meaning?
3.  Advise students of schedule:  Finish up loose ends Friday on this week’s lesson, then 

introduce the weaknesses of Articles of Confederation and identify material for 
first exam. 

4. Homework:  Continue/complete reading assignments.

Friday, August 22, 2014:
Anticipatory Set:

1.  Bellwork:  On screen:  Question:  Discuss your response to the closure question from 
yesterday:  How long did it take for the words/phrases of the D of I to have their 
current meaning?  Second Question:  Why did it take so long?

2.  Discuss responses.
Plan:

1.  Finish up, if necessary, D of I analysis.

2.  Introduction to Articles of Confederation (brief) and their weaknesses.  Students to 
identify weaknesses based on prior learning.

3.  Introduction to the History of the U.S. Constitution.
4.  Use YouTube video clip: American Government: The Constitutional Convention, to 
reinforce learning on the convention, proposed plans, and compromises reached.

a. Use National Constitution Center website video clip as introduction to Constitutional Convention.

b. Use YouTube video clip: American Government: The Constitutional Convention, to reinforce learning on the convention, proposed plans, and compromises reached.

Closure:

1.   Check for understanding.

2.   Question:  Why did our Founding Fathers choose the Constitution as a basis for our 
government? 
3.  Advise students of schedule:  Continue with evaluation and analysis of the 
Constitution early next week, then first exam by the end of next week.
4.  Homework-weekend:  Review learning over the weekend and make sure you are on 
task and have all class material information organized.  Note anything you need 
and ask for it on Monday.
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