[image: image1.jpg]





[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image3.jpg]



 12th Grade American Government Syllabus

Sabino High School Fall Semester-2014
Teacher: Mr. Alexander L. Sierra, J.D., M.Ed.






Room: 320/321
Phone:    (520) 584-7890
E-mail:    alexander.sierra@tusd1.org
Website:  http://asierrasabinohighschool.weebly.com/american-government.html
Primary Source-Textbook:  Glencoe:  “United States Government: Democracy In Action” 2006 Edition 

Secondary Source:  Internet, newspapers, magazines, non-fiction texts, parents, grandparents

Supplies:  Notebook (3-ring binder, 1” or larger) with dividers; paper, pencil/pen

A. Course Description:

This course will meet the requirements set forth in the Arizona Academic Standards for 12th Grade

American Government, as well as the Arizona College & Career Ready Standards, (11-12), for Social Studies.  The goal of the American Government Standards is to develop in all students the requisite knowledge and skills for informed and responsible participation in public life; to ensure, through instruction, that students understand the essentials, sources, and history of the Constitutions of the United States and Arizona and American institutions, politics, and ideals.  The goal of the College & Career Ready Standards, (11-12), is to ensure that all students have the academic knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in college, career and life, focusing on critical-thinking, problem solving, and effective communication skills. This class will also focus on America’s relationship with other countries throughout the World and include Sabino’s focus on Global-International Studies.

American Government will only be a one-semester class, instead of an entire school year.  We will be covering Economics during the second semester.  This Syllabus sets forth the basic format we will be following during the first semester, and conforms to the American Government and Arizona College & Career Ready Standards.  You can find the link to these Standards on Mr. Sierra’s website noted above.  Specific assignments applicable to each Unit of study will be provided in class and also posted on the website.  Awareness of current events will be vital for your success and enjoyment of this class.  Keep informed on what is happening in the United States and throughout the World!!!
First Quarter:
Unit 1:
Introduction to the study of American Government- Responsible citizens must understand the foundations, principles, and institutional practices of the United States as a representative democracy and a constitutional republic.

· Student “self-evaluation” of their perception of the United States.
· Are you a “good” citizen?  Test your prior knowledge.

· The “naturalization” process-why do people want to be U.S. Citizens?

· Importance of open debate and discussion in the United States-(TUSD policy on teaching/discussing controversial issues; critical analysis by citizens of government action is important; patriotic action vs. non-patriotic action).
· Cooperative Learning project-What is good, and what is bad, about America?

· Supplemental inquiry-How do we know what we know?  “The Nature vs. Nurture Debate.”

Textbook:  Chapter 14-Sections 1-2 and Secondary Sources
Unit 2:
Foundations of Government- The Founding Fathers had examples of different types of governments from around the world, when they were deciding the type of government that would exist in the United States. 
· Principles of government-basis upon which governments exist, theories vs. practice.
· Formation of governments-major types that exist throughout the world and the role economic systems play in choice of government.
· “Bringing Human Rights to Life”-What role does government play in the area of human rights?
· Student-Based Learning Project-the study of different types of governments. (“The Deportation Project”- an element of the Global-International Studies focus.)
Textbook:  Chapters 1, 25-Sections 1-2 and Secondary Sources

Unit 3:
Origins of American Government and Federalism-The United Stated democracy is based on principles and ideals that are embodied by symbols, people, and documents. (Understanding of world influence on development of American democracy is an element of the Global-International Studies focus.)
· Foundations of democratic representative government. (Greek direct democracy and Roman Republic.)

· English roots to American democracy. (Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights, Representative government.)

· Philosophical roots of American democracy. (Judeo-Christian tradition, John Locke and social contract, Charles de Montesquieu and separation of powers.)

· Fundamental principles in Declaration of Independence. (Equality, natural rights of man, rule of law.)

· First U.S. Constitution-“Articles of Confederation.” (pros and cons)
· Creation of United States Constitution:
· Structure and Principles of the Constitution:
· Representative government

· Federalism

· Separation of Powers/Checks and Balances

· Judicial Review

· Amendment process

· Steps leading to adoption of the Constitution:
· Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist positions (Debate)
· Bill of Rights

· Ratification

Textbook:  Chapters 2-3 and Secondary Sources

Unit 4:
Constitutional Rights and the Judicial Branch- Laws and policy are developed to govern, protect, and promote the well-being of the people, but laws and policy cannot violate the Constitution.  Pursuant to Article III of the Constitution, the judicial branch has power to interpret and apply the Constitution.
· Specific powers delegated to judicial branch pursuant to Article III.
· Structure of federal and state court systems-(duel court system; jurisdiction to decide cases; U.S. Supreme Court in relation to other courts).
· “Judicial Review” (Case studies: Marbury v. Madison; McCullogh v. Maryland; Gibbons v. Ogden).
· Analysis of First, Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution:
· First Amendment: Freedom of Religion, Speech, Press, Assembly.
· Fourth Amendment: Free from unreasonable search/seizure.
· Fourteenth Amendment: Made Bill of Rights applicable to the states; including rights to due process and equal protection.

· U.S. Supreme Court Simulation Project-Constitutional rights in public schools:
· Freedom of Speech case

· Freedom of Religion case 
· Freedom from unreasonable Search and Seizure case

Textbook:  Chapters 11-13 and Secondary Sources
Unit 5:
Rights of the Accused and Civil Liberties- The Constitution is the basis for providing protection against illegal conduct by law enforcement/government agents, pursuant to constitutional mandates and amendments set forth in the Bill of Rights.
· Analysis and application of specific amendments:  (Real World vs. Public School)

· Fourth-Search and Seizure issues: 
· Standards/procedures applicable to “real world” situations.
· Standards/procedures applicable to public school situations. (As covered in Unit 4) 

· Fifth-Right to remain silent; double jeopardy protection; due process of law protection:
· Application of right to adults and minors.
· Sixth-Right to speedy jury trial; confrontation of witnesses against accused; right to assistance of counsel:
· Application of right to adults and minors.
· Eighth-no cruel and unusual punishments (death penalty issue):
· Application of right to adults and minors.
· Application of Fourteenth Amendment to conduct of law enforcement/government agents.

Textbook:  Chapter 14-Sections 3-5 and Secondary Sources

Unit 6:
Political Parties and Voting/Elections- Constitution does not specifically mention political parties or voting, (except for specific amendments).  Federal and state laws exist on both subjects.  It is the responsibility and role of a good citizen to participate in the democratic process of electing government officials/representatives.
· History and development of political parties:
· First parties: Federalists, Democratic-Republicans.
· Subsequent formation of political parties.
· Current “two-party” system and other parties (third-parties).
· Party organization and nomination of candidates (state and federal elections).
· Student-Based Learning Project-student association with political parties and presentations.
· The electoral process and voting (state and federal elections).
· Analysis of “right to vote” in America:
· Voting rights per: 15th, 19th, 23rd, 24th, 26th Amendments.
· Native American citizenship and voting rights.
· Voting Rights Act of 1965 and subsequent acts (Civil Rights movement re: right to vote).
· Influences on political parties, voting, elections, government action:

· Mass media 

· Interest groups

· Role of public opinion

Textbook:  Chapters 16-19 and Secondary Sources
Second Quarter:
Unit 7:
The Executive Branch (President of the United States)-Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the executive branch of the U.S. government.  Evaluation of the use of presidential powers by specific presidents.

· Specific powers delegated to the President by Article II of the Constitution:
· Historical debate about executive branch (did not exist under Articles of Confederation; fear about the executive).
· First President:  Washington’s perception of President’s role.
· Historical development of presidential powers after Washington.
· Present day: role, duties, powers of the President.
· Use of presidential powers during time of war:
· FDR during WWII.
· George W. Bush post-September 11, 2001.
· Current use of presidential powers.
· Development and function of the Executive Branch, including the Cabinet and federal bureaucracy:
· 15 Executive Cabinet Departments-history of departments, current heads of departments, their duties and responsibilities.
· Federal bureaucracy-what is it and why does it exist?

· Role of Executive Branch and Legislative Branch in taxing and spending (Introduction only, as this will be covered in Economics during second semester).
· Preparing Federal Budget.
· Federal spending-(recent legislation re: economic recovery act and national debt).
· Executive’s role re: economy.
· Student-Based Learning Project:  “The Election of a President and Vice-President”
Textbook:  Chapters 8-10, 20-21 and Secondary Sources

Unit 8:
Foreign Policy- The United States plays a major role in world affairs.  The development and implementation of U.S. foreign policy is primarily the responsibility of the President, however, Congress is also involved.  Examine and evaluate how foreign policy is developed and implemented.  (This Unit will provide significant study of U.S. and global relationships, which is part of the Global-International Studies focus.)
· The process of developing foreign policy:
· Historical review: U.S. move from isolationism to international activism.
· External forces that influence foreign policy.
· Executive branch vs. Legislative branch.
· Foreign policy experiences (Post-WWII, but pre-9/11):
· The Cold War (war against spread of communism)

· Korean War

· Cuban missile crisis

· Vietnam War

· Gulf War

· Conflict between Executive and Legislative branches re: foreign policy after these experiences

· Foreign policy Post-9/11

· “War on Terrorism” 

· War in Afghanistan

· Iraq War

· Military presence or conflicts in other regions of the world

· Evaluation and analysis of development and implementation of foreign policy of President George W. Bush and President Barrack Obama:
· “Axis of Evil”

· Right of pre-emptive strike

· WMD: Iran and North Korea

· Diplomatic efforts

· Middle East and Asian countries

· Foreign policy in relation to other issues, i.e., global economy and environment

· United Nations, NATO, and other world organizations-U.S. involvement and influence over such organizations.
Textbook:  Chapters 22, 25, 26 and Secondary Sources

Unit 9:
The Legislative Branch (U.S. Congress)-Analyze the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the U.S. government, and apply learning to the U.S. Senate cooperative learning project.
· Specific powers delegated to Congress by Article I of the Constitution:
· The House of Representatives-membership, role, powers.
· The U.S. Senate-members, role, powers.
· Investigative and Oversight authority in House and Senate.
· Relationship between Congress and Executive Branch.
· How a “Bill” becomes a “Law.”

· Influence of staff, lobbyists, special interests groups and political action committees (PACs), on Congress.
· Relationship between actions of the Legislative Branch and other world governments.

· Student-Based Learning Project: “Senate Simulation Project.”

Textbook:  Chapters 5-7 and Secondary Sources

Unit 10:
State, Local, and Tribal Governments- Citizens tend to have more contact, involvement, and resulting impact from local and state governments than from the federal government.  Native American (Original American) tribes are “sovereign nations” and have their own government structures.
· Protections afford citizens of the various States under the U.S. Constitution.
· State governments and their purpose:
· State Constitutions-emphasis on Arizona.
· Services provided to citizens.
· Obligations to State residents and non-residents.
· Three branches of State government-emphasis on Arizona.
· Local governments and their purpose:
· Legal basis for existence (towns, cities, counties).
· Services provided to citizens.
· Structure of local governments-emphasis on City of Tucson and Pima County.
· Tribal Governments-how they are formed and why they exist:
· Historical review of treatment of Native Americans (Original Americans) in U.S.

· Relationship between the U.S. Government and Native American Tribes-federal laws, treaties, etc.

· Purpose and scope of tribal governments-general review of several Tribal Nations, emphasis on local Tribal Nations.
· Structure of local Tribal Governments.
Textbook:  Chapters 23, 24 and Secondary Sources
B. Classroom Standards of Conduct:

Every student SHALL comply with the following Standards of Conduct:

1. Be on TIME and be PREPARED.  (If you are not prepared for class, you will incur a 5 point deduction for each day you are not prepared, which will be deducted from your next graded assignment.)

i. You should not be tardy at any time.  First time, warning; second time, one lunch detention; third time, two lunch detentions; after that, referral to an Administrator.

ii. Pursuant to TUSD Board Policy JE, students with 10 or more unexcused absences per semester will lose credit. However, students will have the opportunity to appeal a loss of credit.

iii. Hall passes are only for appropriate reasons and students must request permission for a hall pass.
2. NO USE OF CELL PHONES or ELECTRONIC DEVICES OF ANY KIND DURING CLASS TIME. (See Classroom Management Plan Re: Cell Phones/Electronic Devices)

3. Have MUTUAL RESPECT for EACH OTHER and PROPERTY.  This includes no talking while Mr. Sierra is teaching or fellow students are learning.

4. Complete all ASSIGNMENTS TIMELY.  Assignments are due on the date that is set during class, 15% of the total possible points will be deducted for each day the assignment is late.  Students will be given one (1) additional day for each legitimate excused absence to complete and/or make-up an assignment without penalty.)

5. ALL STUDENTS must wear their ID at all times and must comply with the Sabino Dress Code.
6.
Abide by all Sabino and TUSD Rules and Procedures.
C. Student Rights and Privileges:

Every student SHALL have the:

1. Right to express your opinions.

2. Right to learn in a safe and pleasant environment.

3. Privilege of eating and drinking water or approved beverages in class.

(This Privilege will be revoked if abused and/or the room is not kept clean.)

4. Privilege of enjoying this class.

D. Classroom Management:

Mr. Sierra is a firm believer that students and teachers must treat each other with respect and if this is

accomplished then there should be no problems with classroom management.   However, experience teaches us that disciplinary action is sometimes necessary to maintain a safe and positive learning environment.


Following Standards of Conduct and Procedures:

· Positive phone calls/notes to parents/guardians

· Self satisfaction

· Verbal praise

· Academic success

· A great experience in Mr. Sierra’s class

Discipline Plan for Failing to Follow Standards of Conduct and Procedures:

· Friendly reminder from Mr. Sierra

· Conference with student

· Lunch detention-per Sabino High School policies

· Call to parents/guardians and/or conference

· Disciplinary referral to Administrator
Discipline Plan for No Cell Phone/Electronic Devices in Class:

      See Classroom Management Plan Re: Cell Phones/Electronic Devices
Unfortunately, there may be occasions when the progressive disciplinary plan set forth above cannot be 

followed.  For instance, a student’s misbehavior may warrant immediate disciplinary referral to an Administrator, at which time Mr. Sierra will also contact the student’s parents/guardians about the situation.
E. Grading Criteria: 

The standard grading criteria of TUSD and Sabino High School will be followed in this class.  All progress reports and quarterly/semester report cards will set forth a grade of A, B, C, D, or F.  For purposes of this class, the following grading scale will be used on all assignments: (Students’ standing in the class can be determined by their grade, i.e., A+ vs. A-)

100~98 =  A+

79~77 =  C+

59~lower =  F

  97~94 =  A

76~74 =  C

  93~90 =  A-

73~70 =  C-

  89-87  = B+

69~67 =  D+

  86~84 =  B

66~64 =  D

  83~80 =  B-

63~60 =  D-

F.  Assistance and Conflict Resolution:

If any student needs assistance with anything he or she should schedule a conference with Mr. Sierra before school, during 6th period, or after school.  If any student and/or parent-guardian has a concern about an assignment, grade, etc., please discuss the concerns with Mr. Sierra by phone, e-mail, or in person.  Mr. Sierra is committed to helping each student succeed!
Enjoy your time in this class and stay committed to succeeding now and in the future!
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