American Government Lesson Plans

Week of 9/1/14 to 9/5/14
I. Subject:

12th Grade American Government: Periods 1,2,3
II. Standards: 2006 Social Studies Strand 3: Government (TUSD)
· Concept 2: U.S. government characterized by separation and balance of powers.
PO1: Analyze why weak central government and limited powers of Articles of Confederation demonstrated need for the Constitution.

PO2:  Analyze the creation of the U.S. Constitution: (a) representative government as developed by the Great Compromise and the Three-Fifths Compromise; (b)  Federalism; (c) Separation of Powers/Checks and Balances; (d) Judicial Review; (e) Amendment Process.

PO3: Examine the U.S. federal system of government: (a) powers of national government; (b) powers of state governments; (c) powers of the people.

PO4:  Describe the steps leading to the adoption of the Constitution: (a) Federalist and Anti-Federalist positions (The Federalist Papers); (b) Bill of Rights, (an analysis of the Bill of Rights); (c) ratification.
· Concept 3: Functions of Government-laws and policies are developed to govern, protect, and promote the well-being of the people.

PO1-Analyze the functions of government as defined in the Preamble to the Constitution.

· Concept 4:  The rights, responsibilities, and practices of United States citizens are founded in the Constitution and the nation’s history.

PO4-Demonstrate the skills and knowledge (i.e., group problem solving, public speaking, petitioning and protesting) needed to accomplish public purpose.

· Concept 4: Rights, Responsibilities, and Roles of Citizenship.  The rights, responsibilities and practices of U.S. citizenship are founded in the Constitution and the nation’s history.

PO1-Analyze basic individual rights and freedoms guaranteed by Amendments and laws:

(a) freedom of religion and speech in the First Amendment and freedom from unreasonable search and seizures and due process in the Fourth Amendment [applicable to school and non-school situations-compare and contrast]

· Concept 5:  Government Systems of the World-Different governmental systems exist throughout the world.  The United States influences and is influenced by global interactions.

PO1-Compare the United States system of politics and government to other systems of the world.  [Use the “Bringing Human Rights to Life” lesson plan to explore Universal Declaration of Human Rights in light of our analysis of U.S. Constitutional rights.]
II.  Common Core Standards Literacy in Social Studies 11-12:
· 11-12.RH.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.
· 11-12.RH.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text.

· 11-12.RH5:  Analyze in detail how complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.
III.  Content Objectives for the week:


1.  Identify and analyze the weaknesses and failures of the Articles of Confederation.

2.  Identify and analyze the components of the U.S. Constitution through the History of 


the Constitution.

3.  Identify and analyze the Bill of Rights; including analysis of the key components of 

     that document.

4.  Identify, understand, and analyze the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

5.  Compare and contrast U.S. Constitution rights and those set forth in the Universal 


Declaration of Human Rights; analysis of government actions/inactions 



throughout the world.
IV.  Language Objectives for week;


Students will be able to:  (SWBAT):


Using textbook, class material, and Internet resources:   Define and Apply:
1. Reasons why the Articles of Confederation failed.

2. Meaning and purpose of all the provisions of the U.S. Constitution, with emphasis on First and Fourth Amendments.

3. Meaning and purpose of the Bill of Rights.

4. Foundation, meaning and purpose of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

5. Compare and contrast U.S. Constitution rights and those set forth in the UDHR.

6. Analysis of government actions/inactions with regard to the UDHR.
V.  Reading, Vocabulary and SIOP Instructional Strategies:

1. Using textbook, Chapters 11 and 12, Exploring Constitutional Law website, text of the U.S. Constitution, brochures relating to the UDHR, to meet Content and Language Objectives.

2. Presentation of material/information via Word document and PowerPoint on screen and handouts to each student.

3. Visual-video clips pertaining to material/information. 

4. Use of Bellwork questions to prompt thought process on material to be covered in class.
VI.  Task Analysis and Assessments:


Monday, September 1, 2014:


NO SCHOOL-LABOR DAY
Tuesday, September 2, 2014:
Anticipatory Set:

1.  Bellwork:  On screen:  Question:  Discuss your response to the closure question from 
yesterday:  How long did it take for the words/phrases of the D of I to have their 
current meaning?  Second Question:  Why did it take so long?

2.  Discuss responses.
Plan:

1.  Finish Introduction to Articles of Confederation (brief) and their weaknesses from last 
week.  
Students to identify weaknesses based on prior learning.

2.  Introduction to the History of the U.S. Constitution.
3.  Use YouTube video clip: American Government: The Constitutional Convention, to 
reinforce learning on the convention, proposed plans, and compromises reached.

a. Use National Constitution Center website video clip as introduction to Constitutional Convention.

b. Use YouTube video clip: American Government: The Constitutional Convention, to reinforce learning on the convention, proposed plans, and compromises reached.

4.  Students take notes and use Constitution Questions worksheet from last week to refine 
answers based on lecture/material presented in class.

Closure:

1. Check for understanding.
2. Question:  Based on your prior knowledge of the Bill of Rights, if you had to choose 
one right you considered most important, which one would it be and why?
3. Homework:  Read and understand the first ten amendments to the Constitution (Bill 
of Rights) set forth in the back of your textbook and be prepared for class 
tomorrow.
Wednesday, September 3, 2014:

Anticipator Set:
1.  Bellwork:  On the screen: Closure question from yesterday: (1) Based on your prior 
knowledge of the Bill of Rights, if you had to choose one right you considered 
most important, which one would it be and why?

2.  Discuss responses to the question.  
Plan:
1.  Using Bill of Rights PPT analyze the “key” rights set forth in the Bill of Rights 
individually-students take notes and discuss.
2. Ask inquiring questions of students using real-life factual situations relating to the 
“key” rights; debate and discuss responses.
3. Use relevant YouTube clips to reinforce learning.
Closure:
1.  Check for understanding.
2.  Question:  Which rights set forth in the Bill of Rights do you believe the government 
violates the most, and why?
3.  Homework:  Find evidence to support your “opinion” to the closure question.
Thursday, September 4, 2014:
Anticipatory Set:

1.  Bellwork:  On screen:  Closer question for yesterday: Which rights set forth in the Bill 
of Rights do you believe the government violates the most, and why?  What 
evidence did you find to support your “opinion”?
2.  Discuss responses.
Plan:

1.  Continue/finish lecture on Bill of Rights PPT.
2.  Give students time to refine/finish answers to Constitution Questions and turn in for 
grading.
3.  High order questions/discussion during presentation of material.

Closure:

1.   Review of key objectives and terms covered today-student feedback and response to 
high order questions.

2.  Homework:  None.
Friday, September 5, 2014:
Anticipatory Set:

1.  Bellwork:  On screen:  Now that we have reviewed some of the rights in the Bill of 
Rights: Which right/freedom guaranteed by the Bill of Rights is the most 
important one to you and why?

2.  Discuss responses.

Plan:

1.  Introduction to “Bringing Human Rights to Life” lesson.  [See separate lesson plan on 
this topic.]  To be continued next week.
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