Understanding by Design (UbD) Lesson Plan Topic:  “Bringing Human Rights to Life” (Utilizing information/material/educational resources provided by United For Human Rights and secondary resources.)    
Grade level:  High School-12th Grade American Government
Length of lesson:  Unit Plan-Approximately 7 days

Applicable Standards to Meet:

1.  National Curriculum Social Studies (NCSS) Standards-9 (Revised 9/2010): Global Connections-Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of global connections and interdependence.


2.  Arizona Social Studies Standards: Strand 3 Civics/Government:

Concept 4: Rights, responsibilities, and roles of citizenship-The rights, responsibilities and practices of United States citizenship are founded in the Constitution and the nation’s history:

PO 3 Examine the basic political, social responsibilities of citizenship: (d) analyzing public issues; policy making.

PO 4 Demonstrate the skills and knowledge (e.g., group problem solving, public speaking, petitioning and protesting) needed to accomplish public purposes.

PO 5 Describe the role and influence of interest groups, and mass media: (b) & (c)-influence on the political process and policy making.

Concept 5: Government systems of the world-Different governmental systems exist throughout the world.  The United States influences and is influenced by global interactions:

PO 2 Describe factors (e.g., trade, political tensions, sanctions, terrorism) that influence United States foreign policy.

PO 3 Describe world governmental and non-governmental organizations (e.g., the United Nations and its agencies, NATO, the European Union, the International Red Cross).

3.  Arizona Social Studies Standards: Strand 1 American History:

Concept 9: Postwar United States (1945-1970s)-Postwar tensions led to social change in the U.S. and to the heightened focus on foreign policy.

PO 1 Analyze aspects of America’s post World War II foreign policy: (a) international activism (e.g., Marshall Plan, United Nations, NATO); (b) United States as a superpower (e.g., political intervention and humanitarian efforts).

PO 2 Describe aspects of American post-World War II domestic policy: (a) Civil Rights; (b) social reforms, Great Society and War on Poverty.

PO 3 Describe aspects of post World War II American society: (a) protest movements.

Concept 10: Contemporary United States (1970s-Present)-Current events and issues continue to shape our nation and our involvement in the global community.

PO 1 Describe current events using information from class discussions and various resources (e.g., newspapers, magazines, television, Internet, books, maps).

PO 2 Identify the connection between current and historical events and issues using information from class discussions and various resources (e.g., newspapers, magazines, television, Internet, books, maps).

PO 3 Describe how key political, social, environmental and economic events of the late 20th century and early 21st century (e.g., OPEC/oil crisis, Central American wars/Iran-Contra, End of Cold War, first Gulf War, September 11) affected, and continue to affect the United States.

4.  Arizona Social Studies Standards: Strand 2 World History:

Concept 1: Research Skills for History:

PO 3 Formulate questions that can be answered by historical study and research.

PO 5 Evaluate Primary sources for: (1) authors’ main points; (b) purpose and perspective; (c) facts vs. opinion; (d) different points of view on the same historical event.

PO 6 Apply the skills of historical analysis to current social, political, geographic, and economic issues facing the world.

PO 7 Compare present events with past events: (a) cause and effect; (b) change over time; (c) different points of view.

Concept 8: World at War:

PO 6 Examine genocide as a manifestation of extreme nationalism in the 20th Century (e.g., Armenia, Holocaust, Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, Kosovo, and Sudan).

Concept 9: Contemporary World:

PO 5 Connect current events with historical events and issues using information from class discussions and various resources (e.g., newspapers, magazines, television, Internet, books, maps).

Resources and Material to Use with Lesson:


1.  Educator’s Guide: Bringing Human Rights to Life


2.  The Story of Human Rights booklet


3.  The Story of Human Rights DVD-Brief History (9:50)


4.  The Story of Human Rights DVD-Special Features: 30 UDHR rights (28:48)


5.  YouTube video clips re: four (4) human rights:

A.  Hotel Rwanda-Million Voices:  (#3 Right to Life) www.youtube.com/watch?v=yezmNCQk_S4&feature=related
B.  Our Global Shame: Modern Day Slavery: (#4 No Slavery) www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8zZYwWxtwY
C.  U.S. Supreme Court Justice Scalia: Torture is Not Punishment: (#5 No Torture)  www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9deQeffmno
D.  Gitmo Video-Guantanamo Bay: (#5 No Torture) www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dr8LdsBd_Tw
E.  McCain on Torture: (#5 No Torture) www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Kj_sHEcnP4&NR=1
F.  Obama: U.S. Will Not Torture: (#5 No Torture) www.youtube.com/watch?v=XM5FKawx1No
G.  The most Amazing video-Egypt-Jan 30: (#21 Democracy)  www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rDNvcx7Usg&feature=related
H.  President Obama’s Speech on the Egypt Revolution-2/11/2011: (#21 Democracy)  www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-8EURRo0vo

6.  YouTube video clips re: three (3) Champions of Human Rights:

A.  Cesar Chavez: Embrace the Legacy: (Cesar Chavez)  www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7GCCBlgFaQ&feature=related
B.  Aung San Suu Kyi is Not Alone: (Daw Aung San Suu Kyi)  www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0kEmaGxqaU&feature=related
C.  Biography: Need to Know Nelson Mandela: (Nelson Mandela)  www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqoYmx_L-Xs&feature=fvwrelated
7.  Selected documents/hand-outs from United For Human Rights Educator’s Guide as identified in Learning Activities and PowerPoint: International Human Rights Law.

	Stage 1 – Desired Results

	Established Goals :  (1) Students will identify and evaluate the history of human rights; 

(2) Students will identify, evaluate, and analyze the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, (UDHR) as adopted and proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 10, 1948; (3) Students will identify and evaluate the various international human rights laws and bodies organized subsequent to the UDHR and their connection to the UDHR;

(4) Students will identify, evaluate, and analyze examples of past and current human rights violations in the world, (focusing on four UDHR articles/rights); (5)  Students will identify, evaluate, analyze and apply their knowledge to what actions an individual can take to promote human rights and the UDHR, understanding the “ideal vs. reality” state of human rights in the world.     


	Understandings
Students will understand:
Goal (1):  1.  The definition of human rights; 2. The importance of human rights and why each person needs to know their rights, insist on them, and get others to do the same; 3. The important human rights documents of the past; 4. The events that led to the creation of these documents; 5. The human rights tradition and the place of the UDHR in that legacy.

Goal (2): 1. The 30 human rights of the UDHR; 2. The importance of getting the 30 rights of the UDHR broadly known; 3. How these 30 rights apply to all humans around the world; 4. The challenges to knowing, understanding, and asserting these 30 rights by all humans.

Goal (3): 1. How international human rights laws were developed and why.  2. How international human rights law and human rights bodies are organized and their relationship.

Goal (4): 1. Major human rights issues-violations and their status around the world, measured against the articles of the UDHR; 2. The primary organizations and resources that monitor and report on the state of human rights, and familiarity with their materials and websites; 3. Procedures for reporting human rights violations & advocating for the UDHR.

Goal (5): 1. What actions individuals and groups can take to forward human rights and popularize the UDHR; 2. How to mobilize others in support of human rights; 3. The lives and work of well-known humanitarians of the past and present; 4. The legacy of the work of these humanitarians and their effects on today’s world. 

	Essential Questions:

Goal (1): 1. What effects on society could occur when more people know and understand fully the concept of human rights?; 2. What are “human rights” and why are they considered “universal”?; 3. What are the major events in history that mark human rights milestones?;  

4. What is meant by the term “natural law” and how does this relate to the subject of human rights?

Goal (2): 1. What would be the effect on the world if most people knew and understood all 30 rights as expressed in the UDHR?; 2. Why don’t all humans know and understand all 30 rights?; 3.  What have governments and individuals been able to do because the UDHR is not known or understood by all humans?

Goal (3): 1. What makes up the body of international human rights law and how do these enforce human rights?; 2. Why is a body of international law necessary, why isn’t it enough to just have the UDHR?

Goal (4): 1. How effective is the UDHR, and what must be done to broadly implement its provisions?; 2. What human rights issues-violations have occurred in recent years and how could they have occurred in light of the UDHR and other human rights instruments?; 3. What legal consequences does an individual, group or government face if they violate an individual’s or a group’s human rights?

Goal (5): 1. What actions can an individual take to promote human rights and the UDHR?  2. What actions should your local, state or national government take to end a particular human rights violation or violations in general?; 3. In the face of grim reality of the state of human rights in the world, what hopeful message can be drawn from the lives and work of well-known humanitarians? 

	Student objectives (outcomes):

Students will know:                                             Students will be able to:
1.  The importance of knowing and insist-      1. Evaluate and analyze the 30 rights set forth

ing on one’s human rights pursuant to            in the UDHR and apply to given situations.

the 30 rights set forth in the UDHR.                 2. Identify and analyze the international laws

2.  How human rights are enforced                  that help enforcement of human rights.

around the world.                                               3. Identify, evaluate, and analyze human rights

3.  The human rights issues-violations             violations.

that have occurred in recent years.                  4. Follow the examples of champions of human

4.  What needs to be done to insure                  rights.

human rights are not violated.                          5. Identify ways to report violations of human

5.  Those who have been champions of            rights and action to take.

human rights and the examples they                6. Research relevant issues relating to human

have set for us.                                                     rights and report the results of that research.

6.  What actions can one take to promote        7. Provide “reasonable” responses to all

human rights and the UDHR.                              Essential Questions.


	Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks:

1. Students will take Bellwork notes, as indicated for each learning activity day.

2. Students will be able to discuss results of their Bellwork activities.

3. Students will interview, have discussions, etc., with parents, guardians, or family members as indicated for each learning activity.

4. Students will be able to answer higher order questions and participate in class discussions.

5. Students will participate in classroom learning activities, as indicated for each day.

6. Students will take notes during class presentations, i.e., video clips, PowerPoint, and be prepared to participate in class discussions.

7. Students will successfully complete the written assignment per the learning activity for Day #6.

8. Students will successfully participate in the cooperative learning activities. 

	Other Evidence:

1.  Periodic quizzes, at the discretion of the teacher.

2. End of Unit exam, to be put together by the teacher based on the results of material/information presented in class.

3. Periodic review of students’ notebooks, at the discretion of the teacher.

4. Presentations by students-per the learning activities set for each day, including final written assignment. 

5. Objective evidence of students’ ability to provide “reasonable” responses to all Essential Questions.

	Stage 3 – Learning Plan

	Learning Activities:

NOTE: Prior knowledge/learning relating to the formation of the United Nations, its purpose, and actions taken to fulfill its purpose, would be beneficial prior to undertaking the following Learning Activities.

Day #1:

     Bellwork:  [Write following on white board or Promethean board.] Think about the following, write your responses in your notebook, and be prepared to discuss your ideas with your classmates:  (1) What are human rights?  (2) What are five (5) examples of the different kinds of human rights, not including freedom of speech, and religion or belief?  Discuss the results with students.

     Tasks:  [Put students in pairs. Provide each pair of students with a copy of The Story of Human Rights booklet to use in class.] (1) Have students read the Introduction section of the booklet and ask students to identify key information in this section and to be prepared to share their findings with the class.  (2) Ask pairs of students to share-out and document their statements on the white board or Promethean board.  NOTE: Teacher booklet will have the key information highlighted to provide guidance and assistance to students.  (3) Explain to students that there is a clear “history” of the development of human rights, and that they are going to watch a brief video that presents that history.  Ask students to write down any questions, observations, or thoughts they might have while they watch the brief video.  (4) Show The Story of Human Rights video (9:50), to students.  (5) Ask students to share any questions, observations, or thoughts they might have written down and discuss.  (6) Have students read the Brief History of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), section of the booklet and ask students to identify key information in this section and to be prepared to share their findings with the class during the next class period.  [Advise students that we will later identify, discuss, evaluate, and analyze each of the 30 rights set forth in the UDHR.]

     Closure and Assignment:  (1) Briefly summarize learning activity, with an emphasis on the fact that not many people seem to know what human rights are and why they exist.  (2) Ask students to interview their parents, guardians, or family members regarding their understanding of human rights and knowledge of the UDHR. (Questions: What does “human rights” mean to them?  Have they heard of the UDHR?  If so, what rights do they believe they have pursuant to the UDHR?  (3) Students will report to the class on the results of their interviews during the next class period.  (4) Collect the booklets from students.  (5)  Advise students of tomorrow’s learning activity.

Day #2:
     Bellwork:  [Write following on white board or Promethean board.] Think about the following, write your responses in your notebook, and be prepared to discuss your ideas with your classmates:  (1) What would be the effect on the world if most people knew and understood all 30 of the UDHR rights?  Discuss the results with students.  (2) Have students share the results of their interviews.
     Tasks:  (1) Continue and complete tasks from previous day, if necessary.  (2) Put students in pairs again, (have students pair-up with a different student than yesterday), and give each pair a copy of The Story of Human Rights booklet.  (3) Teacher should read the introduction part of this section, (pg. 10), as students follow along.  (4) Have students review the Preamble portion to obtain an understanding of the reasons why the United Nations adopted the UDHR.  (5) Tell students they will be shown thirty (30) brief public announcement ads from a video (28:48), depicting each human right.  [NOTE: Ads are in the Special Features section of the DVD.]  While they watch each ad students should read the full text of each human right (identified as an “Article” in booklet), that corresponds with the ad they watched.  (6) After each ad, students should write down at least two (2) questions, observations, or thoughts they have after watching each ad.  [NOTE: Students should be given a minute or so between ads to do this.]  (7) After every third ad, ask students to share-out their questions, observations, or thoughts on the previous three (3) ads.  [NOTE: This activity will be time consuming, but is very important, as it gives students the opportunity to fully understand, evaluate, and analyze the 30 UDHR rights.  This activity will have to be continued on Day #3.]

     Closure and Assignment:  (1) Briefly summarize learning activity, with emphasis on how important it is to understand and insist on human rights set forth in UDHR.  (2) Ask students to speak with their parents, guardians, or family members they previously interviewed and discuss the actual UDHR rights that exist.  (3) Students will report to the class on the results of their discussions during the next class period.  (4) Collect the booklets from students.  (5) Advise students of tomorrow’s learning activity.

Day #3:

     Bellwork:  [Write following on white board or Promethean board.] Think about the following, write your responses in your notebook, and be prepared to discuss your ideas with your classmates:  (1)  Understanding and insisting on human rights is important.  However, how do humans around the world enforce these rights?  Discuss the results with students.  (2) Have students share the results of their discussions with parents, guardians, or family members about the actual UDHR rights that exist.

     Tasks:  (1) Continue and complete tasks from previous day, if necessary, especially the task relating to the thirty (30) brief public announcements ads from video. [Tasks 5-7; Day #2] (2)  After competing the 30 UDHR rights ads, advise students we will address the Bellwork question in greater detail.  Give each student a copy of the PowerPoint: “Bringing Human Rights to Life”-International Human Rights law.  (3) Direct instruction-Present information/material to students per the PowerPoint.  (4)  While presenting the PowerPoint, ask high order questions, discuss, and analyze.

     Closure and Assignment: (1) Briefly summarize learning activity, with emphasis on fact that, despite the UDHR, we have past and present examples of violations of these rights around the world.  (2) Collect the booklets from students.  (3) Advise students of tomorrow’s learning activity.

Day #4:
     Bellwork:  [Write following on white board or Promethean board.]  Think about the following, write your responses in your notebook, and be prepared to discuss your ideas with your classmates: (1) What examples of human rights violations have you seen or heard about in the media in recent years?  Discuss the results with students.

     Tasks:  (1) Continue and complete tasks from previous day, if necessary.  (2) Advise students that, unfortunately, human rights violations occur on a daily basis throughout the world, including violations committed by our government and within the United States.  (3) Advise students that we will discuss examples of violations of four (4) rights set forth in the UDHR.  (4)  Give the booklet to four (4) selected students who will each read the language set forth in the UDHR for each of these four (4) rights as they are presented in class.  1.  Right to Life-have student read, then show YouTube video: Hotel Rwanda-Million Voices; discuss with students.  2.  No Slavery-have student read, then show YouTube video: Our Global Shame: Modern Day Slavery, discuss with students.  3.  No Torture-have student read, then show YouTube videos: [1] U.S. Supreme Court Justice Scalia: Torture is Not Punishment; [2] Gitmo Video-Guantanamo Bay; [3] McCain on Torture; [4] Obama: U.S. Will Not Torture, discuss with students after each video clip is shown, or after they are all shown.  4.  Right to Democracy-have student read, then show YouTube videos: [1] The Most Amazing video-Egypt-Jan 20; [2] President Obama’s Speech on the Egypt Revolution 2/11/2011, discuss with students after each video clip shown, or after they are both shown.

     Closure and Assignment:  (1) Briefly summarize learning activity, with an emphasis on asking students to think about the evidence presented relating to human rights violations.  (2) Ask students to discuss with parents, guardians, or family members what was presented in class today.  (3) Advise students of tomorrow’s learning activity. 

Day #5:
     Bellwork:  [Write following on white board or Promethean board.]  Think about the following, write your responses in your notebook, and be prepared to discuss your ideas with your classmates: (1) Identify individuals you believe could be considered to be “Champions of Human Rights” anywhere around the world.  Discuss the results with students.  (2) Have students share out the results of their discussions with parents, guardians, or family members about what was presented in class yesterday.

     Tasks:  (1) Continue and complete tasks from previous day, if necessary.  (2) Advise students that there are many individuals around the world who could be considered to be “Champions of Human Rights,” both famous individuals and “every-day” individuals who are not so famous.  (3)  Give students a copy of the biography information on the six (6) “Champions of Human Rights” from the Educator’s Guide, and tell them that all of them, and many others, are deserving of discussion, but due to time constraints we will focus on three (3) of them today.  (4) Select a student to read the biography on Cesar Chavez, then show the YouTube video: Cesar Chavez: Embrace the Legacy.  (5) Select a student to read the biography on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, then show the YouTube video: Aung San Suu Kyi is Not Alone.  (6) Select a student to read the biography on Nelson Mandela, then show the YouTube video: Need to Know Nelson Mandela.  (7)  After each video, or after all the videos, ask higher order questions, discuss, and analyze information presented about each individual.

     Closure and Assignment:  (1) Briefly summarize learning activity, with an emphasis on how the “Champions of Human Rights” have helped people recognize and insist on their human rights.  (2) Ask students to do an Internet search and find another individual, other than those in the hand-out given in class, who is a “Champion of Human Rights,” and that this information will be part of each student’s in-class assignment tomorrow.  (3) Advise students of tomorrow’s learning activity.

Day #6:

     Bellwork:  [Write following on white board or Promethean board.]  Think about the following, write your response in your notebook, and be prepared to discuss your ideas with your classmates: (1) What can you do to help others know and insist on their human rights?  What can you do if you believe someone, or a government, is violating individual(s) human rights?  Discuss the results with students.

     Tasks:  (1) Continue and complete tasks from previous day, if necessary.  (2) Advise students they will work, individually, in the Computer Lab and do the following: [Write on white board or Promethean board] 1.  Find examples of human rights violations anywhere in the world.  2.  Identify ways you can help others know and insist on their human rights.  3.  Identify ways you can report someone, or a government, you believe is violating individual(s) human rights.  (3) Advise each student they are to write/type the results of their research on paper, and also provide information about the individual they believe is a “Champion of Human Rights, “ (per last night’s homework assignment), [Graded assignment], be prepared to discuss your research results in class tomorrow.  Students are to complete this assignment as homework if not completed during class time.

     Closure and Assignment:  (1) Briefly summarize learning activity.  (2) Students are to finish their assignment from today at home, be prepared to discuss their results in class tomorrow, and turn in their written/typed assignment for grading.

Day #7:

     Bellwork:  NONE-reserve time for discussion of results from yesterday’s assignment.
     Tasks:  (1) Have students share-out the results of their research.  (2) Higher order questions, discussion, and debate.  

     Closure:  End class by reading the following:  (1) From the UDHR: “Recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.”  (2) From the Epilogue in the booklet, “The Story of Human Rights”: “The time is now for all men and women to work shoulder to shoulder for peace and freedom and against racial, religious and ethnic hatred.  The prize is a world of peace and sanity where the pursuit of happiness is possible.”

Language Objectives for Unit:

     Using hand-outs, visuals, class material, and Internet resources, students will be able to define and apply:

1.  Human Rights

2.  The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

3.  Covenant and Treaty

4.  Human Rights Violations

5.  Genocide

6.  Rule of Law

7.  Humanitarian Law

8.  Human Trafficking 

9.  Inalienable

10. U.N. Member States

11. Natural Law

12. Protocol

13. Declarations

14. Complaint

15. Torture

Reading, Vocabulary and SIOP Instructional Strategies:

1.  Using hand-outs and material presented in class, meet Content and Language Objectives.

2.  Presentation of the information/material  by lecture/class discussions.

3.  Visuals-Use PowerPoint presentations, relevant websites from the Internet, and YouTube clips to reinforce learning.

4.  Use DVD, as set forth in the learning activities.

5.  Use of Bellwork questions to prompt thought process on material to be covered in class.

6.  Cooperative learning activities, as set forth in the learning activities.

7.  Computer lab research, as set forth in the learning activities.

8.  Share-out activities, as set forth in the learning activities.

9.  Participation of parents, guardians, or family members in the learning process, as set forth in the learning activities.

10. Using the Glossary of Terms from the Educator’s Guide to assist students with language objectives.

11. Students individual and class reading of selected material, as set forth in the learning activities.
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