Economics Lesson Plans

Weeks of: 2/24/14 to 2/28/14; 3/3/14 to 3/7/14; 3/10/14 to 3/13/14

I. Subject:

12th Grade Economics: Periods 1,2,3,6
II. Standards: 2006 Social Studies Strand 5: Economics (TUSD)
· Concept 2: Microeconomics-Examines the costs and benefits of economic choices relating to individuals, markets and industries, and governmental policies.
PO1-Describe how the interdependence of both households and firms is affected by trade, exchange, money, and banking.  (Analysis of poverty in America, anti-poverty government programs and distribution of wealth as elements of studying microeconomics.)
PO2-Describe how markets function:

a. Laws of supply and demand
b. How a market price is determined
c. Graphs that demonstrate changes in supply and demand
d. How price ceilings floors cause shortages or surpluses
e. Comparison of monopolistic and competitive behaviors
f. Theory of production and the role of cost
(Above Concept 2 and POs 1-2 covered in Unit 2 of syllabus-continuation of Unit Monday thru Wednesday, (2/24-2/26) of first Lesson week with review and assessment.)
PO3-Describe how government policies influence the economy:

a.  Need to compare costs and benefits of government policies before taking action

b.  Use of federal, state, and local government spending to provide national defense, address environmental concerns; define and enforce property, consumer and worker rights, regulate markets; and provide goods and services

c.  Effects of progressive, proportional, and regressive taxes on different income groups

d.  Role of self-interest in decisions of voters, elected officials, and public employees

· Concept 3: Macroeconomics-Examines the costs and benefits of economic choices made at a societal level and how those choices affect overall economic well being.

PO4-Analyze fiscal policy and its effects on inflation, unemployment, and economic growth.

(Above Concept 2, PO3 and Concept 3, PO4 part of Unit 3 of syllabus-starting Wednesday,(2/26) of first Lesson week and continuing remaining part of that week into the second and third Lesson weeks using Chapters 9 and 10 of textbook and the Senate Simulation Project with focus on government actions involving economic factors/considerations/consequences.)

III.  Common Core Standards Literacy in Social Studies 11-12:
· 11-12.RH.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

· 11-12.RH.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text.

· 11-12.RH5:  Analyze in detail how complex primary source is structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.

IV.  Content Objectives for the lesson plans:


Students will be able to: (SWBAT):


Using class material and information:

1. Define and analyze concepts of “poverty,” “anti-poverty government programs,” and distribution of wealth and their relationship to microeconomics.
2. Identify, understand, and analyze the laws of supply and demand.
3. Identify, understand, and analyze the process of market pricing.

4. Identify, understand, and analyze causes of shortages and surpluses.

5. Indentify, compare and evaluate monopolistic and competitive behaviors.

6. Identify, understand, analyze and apply the theory of production and the role of cost.

(Above 1-6 covered in Unit 2)
7. Identify, understand and analyze the economics of government legislation on taxation and social programs.

8. Identify and evaluate federal, state, and local revenue systems and their impact on economic choices.

9. Identify, compare and analyze current tax revenue and government spending issues and reforms and their impact on economics.

10. Identify, understand and analyze deficits, surpluses, and the national debt and their impact on economics.

11. Analyze and apply the structure, powers, and roles of the legislative branch of the U.S. government, specifically the Senate in the lawmaking process.

(Above 7-11 covered in Unit 3)
V.  Language Objectives for week;


Students will be able to:  (SWBAT):


Using textbook, class material, and Internet resources:   Define and Apply:

1. Poverty; anti-poverty government programs; distribution of wealth
2. Demand and Supply
3. Market pricing
4. Shortages and surpluses
5. Monopolistic and competitive behaviors
6. Theory of production and role of cost
7. Utility and all its sub-parts (as set forth in the textbook)
(Above 1-7 covered in Unit 2)
8. The economics of taxation (different types of tax systems)

9. Government revenues

10. Tax issues and reforms

11. The economics of government spending (pros and cons)

12. Types of government expenditures and sources of funds

13. Deficits, surpluses, national debt

14. Senate bills and process of legislation

15. The economics of federal legislation

(Above 8-15 covered in Unit 3)

VI.  Reading, Vocabulary and SIOP Instructional Strategies:

1. Using textbook Chapters 9 and 10, and secondary sources to meet Content and Language Objectives for Unit 3.  (Chapters 4,5,6 used for Unit 2)
2. Presentation of the information/material on Government Revenues and Spending per Chapters 9 and 10 of textbook.
3. Visual-use of PowerPoint presentations, relevant websites from the Internet, and YouTube clips to reinforce learning.
4. Use of Bellwork questions to prompt thought process on material to be covered in class.

5. Individual student-based learning project and cooperative learning (Senate Simulation Project) to understand, evaluate, analyze and apply learning.
6. Use textbook Guided Reading assignments-students to read information/material in textbook and complete assignments for designated chapters/sections. 

VII.  Task Analysis and Assessments:


Monday, February 24, 2014:

Anticipatory Set:

1. Bellwork:  On screen:  Organize your notes and Guided Reading assignments and prepare for review for Unit 2 Exam.
Plan:

1. Using student notes and Guided Reading assignments, along with instructional material on Chapters 4,5,6, review key concepts to prepare for Unit 2 Exam.
2. Student participation in problem solving on concepts of Demand, Supply, and Price-Equilibrium.
3. Inquiring questions and answers in preparation for Unit 2 Exam.

Closure:

1. Check for understanding and tie-in concepts learned from Unit 2 to common experiences.
2. Inquire from students-What are problems areas for Unit 2 that need to be addressed prior to taking the exam?  (Share out in class; think about it at home and be prepared to discuss prior to taking Exam on Tuesday.
3. Homework:  Study and prepare for Unit 2 Exam and the above inquiry from students.

Tuesday, February 25, 2014:
Anticipatory Set:

1.  Bellwork:  On screen:  Instructions for taking Unit 2 Exam.
Plan:

1.  Discuss inquire from students per yesterday’s closure-discuss issues/questions prior to handing out exam.
2. Hand out Unit 2 exam and review format of exam; reinforce instructions on the screen; answer questions; start exam.
3.  Monitor and assist students as they take the exam.

Closure:

1.  After monitoring students’ progress, advise completion of exam on Wednesday if necessary.
2.  Collect all exams, completed and not completed: Discuss problem areas and resolve issues.
3.  Advise all students that part of Wednesday class will be provided to them to complete and/or review responses to exam questions.
4.  Homework:  Study/review notes/assignments for problem areas had with exam.
Wednesday, February 26, 2013
Anticipatory Set:

1. Bellwork:  (None initially, give students opportunity to finish Unit 2 Exam)  After exams completed:  On screen:  What role do you think government plays in our U.S. economic system?
2. Review responses and discuss.

Plan:
1. Students to review/finish Unit 2 exam.  

2. After all exams are completed: Expand on the bellwork question about the role of government in our U.S. economic system-recall prior knowledge/learning about the recent economic crisis and government’s response to it.
3. Introduce the focus of information/material in Chapters 9 and 10 of textbook and their relationship to the inquiring questions about government role and the Senate Simulation Project students will be participating in.  (To be introduced Friday of this week)

4.  YouTube clips on pros and cons of government involvement in U.S. economy.
Closure:
1. Question: What are the pros and cons of government involvement in the U.S. economy?  Think and be prepared to respond to this question on Thursday.
2. Homework:  Work on the closure question and also consider what you would do if you were a member of the U.S. Senate to improve our economy. 
Thursday, February 27, 2014:

Anticipator Set:
1.  Bellwork:  On Screen: (Yesterday’s closure question)  What are the pros and cons of government involvement in the U.S. economy?

2.  Review responses and discuss. 

Plan:

1. Continuing with the bellwork question and responses-lecture and class discussion on Sources of Government Revenue (Chapter 9 of textbook), using PPT and visuals.
2. Critical/Inquiry analysis and questions from students and Mr. Sierra during lecture, and students to take notes.
3. Make connection with Chapter 9 material to issues/problems students will be addressing in the Senate Simulation Project.
Closure:
1.  What did you decide you would do if you were a member of the U.S. Senate to improve our economy (last night’s homework), explain and discuss responses.

2.  Homework:  Review class notes from today’s lesson and be prepared for discussion tomorrow.
Friday, February 28, 2014:

Anticipator Set:
1. Bellwork: On Screen:  (Show YouTube video clip of U.S. Senate debate on key economic issue)  Question:  Why do you think the U.S. Senate is getting involved with this economic issue?
2. Discuss responses.
Plan:

1. Finish lecture from Thursday and tie-in with bellwork question and upcoming Senate Simulation Project.
2. Introduce Senate Simulation Project-Hand out the assignment sheet, thoroughly review it, including the requirements of the project, and answer questions.
3. Hand out the Topic Outline Format sheet, thoroughly review it, including the requirements for completing it, and answer questions.

4. Emphasize the connection between the Project of putting together a Senate bill and economics (economic is involved in every issue).
5. Set the plan of action for the Project.

Closure:
1.  Assessment of students’ understanding of Project-inquiring questions to students, check responses and discuss.

2. Weekend Homework:  Review the Senate Simulation Project assignment sheet; do some initial research on the topic/subject you are interested in and be prepared to advise Mr. Sierra of your choice on Monday, 3/3.

3.  Advise students that Monday and Tuesday of next week will be computer lab days to do research on topic/subject and to work on Topic Outline.
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