Senate Committee Rules/Procedures
Rules:

1. The Committee Chairperson is in charge, he/she will control debate/discussions and make sure all Rules and Procedures are followed.  Chairperson must also make sure all Committee members participate.

2. Each Committee must pass at least one Bill, but no more than two.
3. Simple majority vote (51%) is needed to pass a Bill through the Committee.

Procedures:
1. The Committee Chairperson should assign a Bill to each Committee member to read and introduce to the Committee so you know what the Bill is about and be prepared to question the Senator sponsoring the Bill.

2. Each student whose Bill has been assigned to the Committee will present his/her Bill and argue for passage of the Bill.  Committee members will ask questions and debate/discuss the Bill.  The sponsor of the Bill may have other Senators testify in support of his/her Bill.  Also, other Senators may testify against passage of the Bill.

3. The Committee can either:

A. Pass the Bill as presented.

B. Pass the Bill as amended.

C. Reject the Bill.

4. After deciding which Bill or Bills (remember, at least one, no more than two), will go to the entire Senate for consideration, the Committee members will prepare a brief report to assist the Committee Chairperson in reporting to the Senate, that includes:

A. A brief summary of the Bill.

B. Explanation of Committee amendments to the Bill, if any.

C. How the Committee voted on the Bill, i.e., number in favor, number against.

D. Why the Committee believes the Bill should become Law.

5. The Committee Chairperson will introduce the Bill to the entire Senate and present the Committee’s brief report, as set forth above.

6. The Committee Chairperson will call upon the Senator who sponsored the Bill to present his/her arguments to the entire Senate.

(See Senate Debate Rules and Procedures for #5 and #6)
