Senate Debate Rules and Procedures

1. The President of the Senate, (selected by lottery) is in charge, he/she has the power.  No one can speak unless the President of the Senate has recognized him/her.  Senators should raise their hand if they want to speak on a Bill and the President of the Senate will call on them if he/she wants to let them speak.  However, he/she must be fair!!

2. At the beginning of each class the President of the Senate MUST COUNT THE NUMBER OF SENATORS PRESENT, EXCLUDING HIMSELF/HERSELF BECAUSE HE/SHE DOESN’T GET TO VOTE.  It takes 67% of those Senators present to vote in favor of a Bill in order for it to pass.  After counting the number of Senators, let Mr. Sierra know and he will announce the number of votes necessary to pass a Bill.

3. The Bills will be considered/presented in the order they are in the stack of Bills.
4. Procedures to follow:

A. Use the gavel and call the Senate to Order.  Senators must remain silent unless the President of the Senate has recognized them and permitted to speak.  Order must be kept throughout the class time, use the gavel when necessary to keep Senators quiet.

B. Announce the Bill to be considered:  “The Bill sponsored by Senator (Name of Senator) involving (Subject of Bill), will now be considered.  Will the Chairperson for the Committee that considered this Bill please come forward and introduce it, and provide the Senate with information on how the Committee voted and why it believes the Bill should become law.”  [President of the Senate will say this for each Bill that is to be considered by the Senate.]

C. After the Chairperson has introduced the Bill:  “Will Senator (Name of Senator) please come forward and present your Bill to the Senate.”
D. “The 10 minute debate/discussion time will now start.  If any Senator has any questions, favorable or unfavorable comments/statements, now is the time to speak.”  [Each Bill will be given 10 minutes for debate/discussion.  Mr. Sierra will keep track of the time.]

E. Call on Senators as they raise their hands, the President of the Senate will control the debate/discussion, and won’t let it get out of hand.  SENATORS MUST STAND WHILE SPEAKING.

F. If a Senator starts to conduct a Filibuster, that Senator can speak for as long as he/she wants.  The only way a Filibuster can be stopped is if a Senator stands up and calls for a Cloture Vote.  [I will explain this to the class before we get started.]  If a Cloture Vote is called, you ask:  “All those in favor of ending this Filibuster, raise your hand.”  Count the votes.  It takes 67% of those present to stop the Filibuster.  If there are enough votes, the Senator who was speaking must sit down, and the debate/discussion continues.  If there are not enough votes, the Senator can continue the Filibuster.  Additional Filibusters and Cloture Votes can take place during the debate/discussion, and the same procedures above would be followed.  
G. After time has expired for debate/discussion on the Bill, there will be a call for a vote: “All those in favor of Senator (Name of Senator) Bill on (Subject of Bill), raise your hand.”  Count the votes.  “All those against the Bill, raise your hand.”  Count the votes.  It takes 67% of those present to pass.  Announce the result: “Senator (Name of Senator) Bill [passes or fails] by a vote of (#votes in favor to # votes against].”
H. Move on to the next Bill, follow the same procedures set forth above.
