Senate Simulation Project 2014
And Unit 3 Economic Institutions and Issues


Welcome to the United States Senate, (Sabino High Style).  You are about to experience what it is really like to get a Bill passed through the Senate.  First, you will pick a topic that interests you and that you consider worthy of becoming Law.  In order to successfully lobby your fellow Senators, you must have knowledge of your topic; therefore, you must conduct thorough research and follow the Rules and Steps set forth below. NOTE: Your topic must be approved by Mr. Sierra, no repeat topics. You will write a detailed Outline on the topic of your Bill, (See Outline Format handout), that you will use to assist you in presenting your Bill, (See Bill Format handout) to the assigned Senate Committee and/or the entire Senate.  You have to convince your fellow Senators that your Bill is worthy of becoming a Law.  

Furthermore, this Project is being used to further your learning about Economic Institutions and Issues, which is part of Unit 3 of Economics.  Any topic you choose to research and use for your Bill will also have economic factors or considerations.  Thus, when you work on your topic and Bill you must address those economic factors or considerations in addition to all of the other necessary details relating to your topic and Bill.
The Rules:
1. Each student will be an “Independent” Senator, not affiliated with any particular political party.
2. Committees will be established to consider the Bills after they are presented to Mr. Sierra.  Each Senator has the opportunity to be designated as “Committee Chairperson,” and those positions will be chosen by lottery.  The Chairperson is responsible for making sure the Committee works and properly considers each Bill.  (10 extra credit points for this position.)
3. Committees will meet during assigned class periods; each Senator will present his/her Bill, trying to convince the Committee to pass the Bill to the entire Senate.  Bills may be passed as presented; may be passed as amended; or may be rejected.  If the Bill is rejected, it is not presented to the entire Senate for consideration.  Each Committee MUST pass at least one Bill, but no more than two.  (See Committee Rules/Procedures handout.)
4. The Committee Chairperson will introduce all passed Bills to the entire Senate and inform Senators about the vote and discussion that took place on the Bill during consideration in the Committee.

5. Filibusters are allowed when the entire Senate is in session.  Each Bill will be debated for 10-15 minutes (depending on how may Bills there are and time).  Filibuster is subject to the “Closure Rule,” (Sabino style.)  Three-Fourth’s (75%) vote of those present can end a filibuster, however, other Senators can attempt to filibuster the Bill as well, but will also be subject to the Closure Rule.

Step 1:  Pick a Topic AND the Subject of your Bill: REMEMBER: YOU MUST ADDRESS ECONOMIC FACTORS/CONSIDERATIONS WITHIIN YOUR TOPIC/SUBJECT.  (If you are interested in a Topic or Subject for a Bill that is not listed, discuss it with Mr. Sierra.)  TOPIC DUE: ASAP 
1. Euthanasia





15.  Stem Cell Research

2. Juvenile Crime




16.  Prison Reform

3. Racial Profiling




17.  Child Care or Abuse

4. Foreign Policy





18.  Welfare Reform

5. Social Security/Medicare



19.  Taxes

6. Endangered Species




20.  Ocean/Air Pollution

7. Homelessness





21.  Terrorism

8. Capital Punishment




22.  Education

9. Health Care





23.  Immigration

10. Prescription Drugs





11. Criminal Laws/Punishment




12. Animal Rights (testing)




13. Labor Laws




14. Election Reform

Step 2:  Research your Topic and Write your Outline: (See Topic Outline Format)

1. Research your topic thoroughly and write your Outline. You will be given computer lab time to do this, but you should also do it as homework!!! (150 points)  OUTLINE DUE: Date will be set by Mr. Sierra.
2. Suggested research sources: (In addition to textbook or other Internet sources.)
A. Opposing View Points Resource Center (Sabino Library website; Password: sabino)
B. On the Issues: http://www.ontheissues.org/Issues.htm
C. Bills/laws at: http://www.senate.gov/
Step 3:  Write your Bill: (See Bill Format)
1. Use your Topic Outline to assist you in writing your Bill, in your own words.  (50 points)  DO NOT COPY/CUT & PASTE/PLAGERIZE A PAST OR CURRENT BILL FROM CONGRESS.  The Bill must make sense and provide sufficient details so Senators can understand what law you want.  BILL DUE: Date will be set by Mr. Sierra
Step 4:  Present your Bill to the appropriate Committee: (Mr. Sierra will determine which Committee will consider your Bill.)
1. You must present persuasive arguments, using your Topic Outline and Bill, to the Committee as to why your Bill should become law.  Simple majority (51%) vote needed to pass through Committee.
2. Lobby individual Senators to gain support for your Bill.

3. Committees will work on different class periods.  If your Committee is not working, you will be presenting to one of the Committees that is working.  Students who are waiting to present his/her Bill will also be given a textbook assignment during the class period to work on. (20 points)  You will be very busy.

4. Committee work will take place on the days announced by Mr. Sierra.

Step 5: If your Bill makes it through the Committee, present it to the entire Senate.  This is the stage where you are competing for the $100, or a portion of it!!!
1. Entire Senate will meet to debate, discuss, and vote on Bills starting on a date set by Mr. Sierra. The Vice-President will be the “President of the Senate” and control the debate process.  (All students are expected to participate in Committees and Senate debate.)  (Participation Points-from beginning to end: 150 points.)
2. Committee Chairperson will introduce each Bill passed by the Committee.

3. Sponsoring Senator will present persuasive arguments to the Senate as to why his/her Bill should become Law.  (Senator may present Bill in any format he/she wishes, i.e., PowerPoint, video presentation, etc.)  Make your presentation interesting and persuasive. (5 extra credit points.)
4. Sponsoring Senator should lobby fellow Senators to gain support for your Bill.

5. Debate/discussion and vote on the Bill by the entire Senate.  Two-Third’s (662/3%) vote needed to pass through Senate.
6. If the Bill passes the Senate, it goes to the President for signature or Veto.

7. After the President has acted, the entire Senate will meet one more time and vote on whether to override any Veto issued by the President.  Three-Fourth’s (75%) vote of the Senate will override the Veto and Bill will become Law.
Summary of Points:

1.  Topic Outline:

150
2.  Bill:


  50
3.  Participation:

150

TOTAL:
          
350

Extra Credit opportunities:


10 points:
Committee Chairperson


  5 points:
Presentation of Bill to entire Senate

